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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, August 14, 2019 
opening at 7:33 p.m.  Mayor Pro-Tem Cassar presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Salemi, Cassar, Clarke 
     Absent:   Zubrzycki, Lorenz 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Hanchett 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to approve the City Council Agenda for August 14, 2019, 
as amended. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. June 13, 2019 Regular Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12064-12074, DD3576-3634, EFT1359-1373, 

STUB 107-110; and A/P check #’s 50501-50580, EFT 1966-1970, 1972-1977, 1982-
1987, 1991-2002; ACH 1971, 1978-1981, 1988-1990, 2003-2004; TOTALING: 
$606,660.49. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for June & July 2019.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Helen Jane Peters reported for the Garden Club and invited everyone to the annual ice cream social, 
tomorrow from 6-8 p.m. It is their 80-year anniversary.  She has put together a display board going 
back to 1939 along with other display boards.   
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PRESENTATION - CRT – GREAT LAKE-TO-LAKE TRAILS  RT-002-19 
 
Richard Harrison, Clinton River Trail board member, shared the “The Great Lake-to-Lake Trails, 
trails that run from Lake Michigan to Huron. He introduced Andrea LaFontaine, Trail Ambassador.  
Lafontaine made a presentation saying the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance is a 501c3 
nonprofit organization and the statewide for non-motorized trail users, helping people build, connect 
and promote multi-use trails for a healthier and more prosperous Michigan. They have five trail 
routes that go from lake-to-lake.  Sylvan Lake is part of Route 1 going from South Haven to Port 
Huron.  They are working on a logo and signage for the Great Lake-to-Lake trails.  September they 
are holding an inaugural GLTL ride.  It is 6 days covering 274 miles.  There is a Pure Michigan Trail 
to Trail Town Designation Program through the DNR. She explained the criteria.  It is for 
communities who have something to offer and embrace the trail.   
 
Clarke shared he rode the trail with his kids and had to wait a long time trying to cross Haggerty.  He 
asked when some kind of trail crossing will be installed.  Kristen Wiltfang, Oakland County Equal 
Development Affairs, replied, sometime in September or October a hawk crossing will be installed.  
Salemi asked if Sylvan Lake should be a trail community?  LaFontaine encouraged the city to apply 
with the application online if they felt their community has amenities to offer trail users.   
 
David Piccirelli asked them to consider signage to explain the hawk crossing.  Wiltfang shared the 
city’s website does have a video explaining the hawk signal.  Piccirelli would still like to see signs 
explaining the signal.   
 
Wanda Szumera asked what a hawk crossing is.  Wiltfang explained HAWK, High-Intensity 
Activated Walk Crossing.  It is the signal on Orchard Lake Road at the trail.  It helps trail users to 
safely cross the road. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Cassar opened the meeting to the public.   
      
State Representative, District 29, Brenda Carter, provided a brief update on the Monarch butterfly as 
the State Insect. It is in committee right now. They are looking for presentations.  She encouraged a 
group of children to go and express their desire to have the monarch butterfly as the state insect. She 
reported they are working on the budget and discussing fix the roads.  They are hoping to have some 
kind of resolution by the end of month.  She introduced Jonathan Wertheimer, constituent services for 
Brenda Carter, being who residents would want to contact regarding any issue they would like to 
address.  She introduced her husband Randy Carter. 

 
There were no other public comments.  
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CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin shared the city had two great Park Rangers this year and we are thankful for that.  There 
weren’t any real issues in the parks.  
 
He reported a number of events which took place during June and July: Boater Safety Course set up 
by the OCBC over two days - one evening at the Club and the other here at the Community Center. 
We had a successful tree planting day with a bunch of volunteers and planted 16 trees and another 
four the following week.  Thank you Jon Farms for pushing the idea and Patrick Runk for obtaining 
the grant through Michigan Releaf and organizing the day.  We installed another Memorial Bench on 
Ferndale. The last big event this past month was the annual fireworks hosted by the OCBC.  The rain 
held off and it was quite hot but ended up being a beautiful evening.  The fireworks were fantastic 
and there were no issues with the addition of the food trucks - one at the Community Center and the 
other at the Ferndale Park.  We did have a few complaints about the music from the DJ in the 
Ferndale park and we can discuss that at an upcoming Study Session.  Thank you Oakland County 
Boat Club and the fireworks organizers for another great job.  He also thanked the DPW for putting 
up all of the no parking signs and to a whole bunch of volunteers headed by Ed and Kathy Robbins 
for taking them down the next morning.  He thanked the Police Officers that are so taken for granted.  
Our Full time, part-time and reserve officers were all here to keep the City safe.  The reserve officers 
are here voluntarily.  That means they’re not getting paid.  It is always such a relief when the event is 
over without incident. 
 
Martin mentioned several months ago that we were going to begin updating our Master Plan soon. 
There will be a lot of community involvement, as there was the last time we did a complete update, 
not just a review.  Our Planner introduced the subject at the Planning Commission meeting last week.  
He reiterated the process will be open and we expect a lot of resident involvement.  Somebody 
questioned the timing of the update with the current issues surrounding the vacant school property.  
The timing is coincidental.  We are supposed to review the Master Plan every 5 years at minimum, 
and we are actually a little behind that timeline.   
 
Work has been sporadic with Sylvan Table.  They were put way behind because of the very wet 
spring.  Then after the rains came, they had to wait for the property to dry enough to get their heavy 
equipment in.  They now have most of the underground work done.  They have submitted plans for 
the structures, and we are going back and forth with them a little bit tweaking those plans.   He does 
not have a completion date.   
 
Also at the Planning Commission meeting last week, the owner of the vacant school property made a 
presentation of another concept.  It is still proposed as multifamily residential with some retail along 
Orchard Lake Road.  The Planner, Attorney and Martin will meet next week to prepare a draft 
ordinance for Planning Commission to review at the next meeting. 
 
There have been questions about the work being done in the canal.  That is a private job with MDEQ 
approval.  The city was notified when the permit was going to be issued.  Our only approval was the 
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use of our property for some staging and accessing the site.  He did speak with the contractor and 
they were trying a new hydraulic dredging strategy that would be much cleaner. Unfortunately they 
have had too many issues, so will probably have to go back to a more conventional approach using a 
large excavator from shore and then restoration of any damage to the property. 
 
Martin encouraged everyone to attend the ice cream social.  It is one of the top three longest running 
annual events in the City.  The other two are Fireworks and Memorial Day Parade.  The annual 
Family Fun Day sponsored by the Police Department is this Saturday from 11:00 to 3:00.   
 
Martin thanked Harrison and LaFontaine for the presentation on the Great Lake to Lake trail. It is 
very exciting. A lot of hard work has been put into making this happen.  Also great to see Wiltfang. 
 
        
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Salemi thanked the OCBC for the fireworks, the police for their protection and helping with these 
events, the Michigan Trails and Greenway Alliance.  He shared he is sad he is going to miss the ice 
cream social as he had prior plans out of town.  
 
Clarke shared it is great to hear from the trail committees and Brenda Carter.  He is glad he gets to 
make the ice cream social.  He thanked the Park Rangers for the great job they are doing this year.  
With the e coli scare, he asked to consider geese control, and maybe spray something on lawn to help 
and it may help to mitigate black flies too. 
 
Cassar thanked OCBC for the fireworks and all who contributed to it.  He also apologized, as he can 
not make the ice cream social this year.  With the geese there is a process to go through with the 
DNR. There were complications this year, but next year they plan a severe removal. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
      ZP-002-19 O-006-19 
a. Zoning Amendment-Ordinance 344, section 78-646 Marijuana Establishments 

 
Attorney Hanchett explained in June City Council adopted an ordinance prohibiting marijuana 
establishments.  His office felt with land use they would want to opt out under zoning also.  This is 
the zoning amendment that should be done also.   
 
Clarke recalled council didn’t want something they didn’t anticipate.  He feels this ordinance is a bit 
different than before.  He feels with the 2/3 majority of residents voting for it they need to respect the 
voters.  He doesn’t feel additional zoning language is need.  They need to encourage businesses to 
come to Sylvan Lake.  He urged Council to not to vote this amendment. 
 
Cassar asked if they adopt this and at later date if something comes up where they want to change it 
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they can opt in at that time?  Hanchett stated he is correct.  He added it is a good reason to do this 
now, and can opt back in later if they choose too. There is a lot of pending litigation right now.  This 
ordinance holds a place in the zoning ordinance if they decide to opt in later because there is zoning 
section added with this.  Cassar stated it is going to protect us and they can change it later.  He looks 
at it as insurance for the city.   
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Clarke, to adopt Ordinance 344-amendment Chapter 78 Zoning, 
Section 78-1 Definitions and 78-646 prohibiting marijuana establishments in the City of Sylvan Lake.  
 
 Yes:   Salemi, Cassar 
 No:    Clarke 
        MOTION FAILS 
 
      R1-003-19 R2-009-19  
b.  MERS 457 Supplemental Retirement Program Resolution 

 
Martin explained the agreement and resolution creates another venue to supplement retirement.  
There is no cost to the city.  Employees contribute their own money. 
      
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to adopt the MERS 457 Supplemental Retirement 
Program Resolution. 
 
 Yes:  Cassar, Clarke, Salemi 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
      R1-004-19 CA-006-19 
c.  MERS 457 Participation Agreement 

 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, approve the MERS 457 Participation Agreement as 
presented. 
 
Yes:  Cassar, Clarke, Salemi,  
No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
c. Infrastructure Millage – W/S and St/Drain 

 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

January 16, 2019 
 

 6 
 

There was nothing new for these items. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Salemi, seconded Clarke, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


